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inspiringly written. The author has never 
contributed better service to the cause of 
mankind than she has contributed in them. 


TA Writer's Recollections.” By Mrs. Humphry 
Ward. London : Collins. 18/6. 
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7 Sir Cyprian Bridge tells us in a stirring 
” | marrative of his life-work in the Navy as 
it was in the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
| tury. He loses himself in the achieve- 
ments that he has to set before us, and, 
indeed, they ought not to be forgotten. 
Now and then we are tempted to think that 
warfare has changed so much that it is 
scarcely worth while to read the records 
of it as it used to be.. One matter, how- 
ever, remains unchanged, and that is the 
spirit in which it is conducted. Every 
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sive view of ‘* Reconstruction” problems in the 
United Kingdom, illustrating the general lines of 
National Development as affected by the war and 
the possibilities of action in the immediate future. 
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line of Sir Cyprian Bridge’s story reveals 
the spirit of the British Navy and of the 
chivalry which animates it. In this war 
we felt afraid, or at least nervous, of the 
German Navy when we read the account of 
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von Spee and of his behaviour, which was 
in accordance with the best traditions of the 
sea. The behaviour of the submarine cap- 
tains restored our confidence, for then we 
kuew that a navy animated by such tradi- 
tions as those of the U-boat was not des- 
tined to conquer. As we read Sir Cyprian 
Bridge’s volume we saw unconsciously re- 
vealed the tradition of our own Navy. 
This is not a feature that the author had 
in mind, but it is the feature that has 
most forcibly impressed us. 

The standard of duty exacted in the 
fifties makes one wonder. The author 
served more than thirty years in the Navy, 
but for thirty years all the leave granted 
to him amounted to less than twelve 
months. The working man has at least a 
day and a half every week: the admiral 
had one day in four months allotted to 
him by the Admiralty officials. In one 
sense this book is not interesting; in 
another sense it is of the highest interest. 
It is not interesting if the reader is solely 
in search of adventure. Adventures there 
are simply because the author is a sea- 
man. The search for the slavers off 
Havana, the adventures with sharks (on 
land and sea), and with the South Sea r 


islanders, are startling enough for the > —_ 
700 Oc OOOO at 


readers in quest of tales of hazard. The? 


main value of the book, however, is the 
quiet and true account of what the Navy 
did in those days which now seem remote— 
+ . 
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A delightful book of reminiscences. ‘‘ Reunion 
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running through this interesting volume. With 
coloured frontispiece and $ illustrations. 
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not all education. // ts merry, and the lovers have 
grace.”—Dartiy Mail. “Mr. Wells’ new story is 
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the days of Queen Victoria. 

Indeed, as we read these pages, we.rea- 
lise more vividly than we have ever done 
in perusing a formal history that the days 
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4 very general feeling is prevalent 


Church people both in England and Ireland, 


ithat it is both unfair and unreasonable for the 
i 


Government to exnect the Churches to forego 
their Sunday evening Services, lasting for. the 
most part only an hour, when all kinds of 
houses of entertain ment, public and private, are 
open for many hours each evening for six even- 
| ings, and often for seven, during the week 
‘he recent Sale in Belfast on behalf of the 
Fuh Kien Mission was a great success, producing 
£40 niore than last week. The presence of the 
| Bishop of Fuh Kien, who was consecrated on 
| the 1kth inst., was warmly welcomed, agen i 
' Hind being a Belfast man. Bishop D'Arcy wih 
|preside ai a meeting of missionary women- 
| workers be held in the Hewitt Memortal 
and two following days. 
Che annual Diocesan Conference of the Church 
of Ireland Temperance Society, held last woek 
in Longford. was very well attended. The Rex. 
H. J. Johnson presided, and addresses were de- 
livered hy ey Canon King. Rector of Tima 
vadv: Rev. J. FE Cos, Principal « the Divinity 
Hosted, and others 
The Bishop of Limerick entertained a large 
number of the clergy of Ardfert and Aghadoe 


| ai dinner in Benner's Hotel, Tralee, on the eve 


of the Dioeesan Svned. A conference was subse- 
queniiv held, at which addresses were delivered 
by many of the clergy on missions, Sunday ob- 
servance, and diocesan education. 

The Consecratinge Prelates at the consecration 
Hind as Bishop of Fuh Kien. at Lam- 
beth Palace, were the Archhishop of Canterbury, 
the Richon m- Dover, the Rishop of Gloucester, 
the Bishop of Jamaica, and Bishop Montgomery. 
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Supplies of milk were again short in Dublin 
during the week-end, and in many districts no 
milk was t4 be had. It is stated that the 
scarcity is mainly due to natural causes, and 
not altogether to the withholding of supplies 
by rural producers. The Food Control Com- 
mittee have powers to take drastje action in 
the event of a deliberate refusal to forward 
supplies, but as no complaints have reached 
them on the part of retailers action has not 
been taken Only in the case of one railway 
company has a reduction of country consign- 
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ments been noticed, the quantity carried from 
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SALE OF SWEETMEATS IN THEATRES. 
——— -w 
The Food Controller has iesued”an Order, the 
Sale of Sweetmeats in Theatres (Restriction) 
Order, 1918, the effect of which will be to 
prohibit entirely the sale of sweetmeats in any 
theatre, cinema, or other place of public enter- 
tainment on or after the let November. 
Order is an extension of the provisions of the 
Bale of Sweetmeate (Restriction) Order, and, 
like the original Order, is intended to secure 
that a larger proportion of the available opey 
of swettmeats shall be obtei by 
traders who depend wholly or m upon the 
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GUNNER DEPEW 


By ALBERT N. DEPEW, Ex-Ganner and 
Chief Petty Officer, United States Navy. 
The thrilling experiences of a young American who 
fought against Germany before the entry of his 
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| LIFE AND LETTERS. 
| As one turns over the leaves of “A 
| Writers Recollections “ one feels most 
| grateful to Mrs. Humphry Ward for the 
| pleasure which she has afforded to us. 
| From the first page to the last we feel her 
personality, and we are charmed with the 
| people to whom she introduces us. 
| As we all know, Mrs. Humphty Ward is 
i a daughter of Thomas Arnold. and a niece 
of Matthew Arnold. Thomas Arnold was 
a Fellow of the defunct Royal University 
of Ireland—the author, strangely enough, 
calls it “ the Irish University ’’—and Pro. 
fessor of English, literature in University 
College, Dublin. “He wrote a book which 
is a curious and intimate revelation of the 
growth of his opinion, religious and other- 
wise. This book is necessary for the 
understanding of the book before us, for 
Mys. Ward is apt to assume that her 
readers possess as much knowledge of the 
Arnold family as she herself does. Every 
one who reads this delightful book will be 
glad to study the vivid descriptions of the 
early days of the author in Tasmania, 
where Thomas Arnoldgin search of a new 
and better world than the old European 
one, had gone, and of the dearest days of 
all—those ye in Fox How, in the Lake 
district. All lovers of Wordsworth will 
be delighted with the pages dealing with 
the chádhood time of the author. 

Mrs. Ward is careful to inform us of her 
student days at Oxford and of her work on 
Spanish history. She brings out very 
clearly the connection between her his- 
torical studies and her first big novel, 
“ t Elsmere.” It is evident that 
she regards this novel with eyes of faveur, 
and still thinks that it is an able attack 
on Christianity. According to her, the 
early writers had little idea of the weight 
of evidence; they lived in an atmosphere 
of the miraculous, and, therefore, they in- 
serted miracles in their narratives irre- 
spective of the fact whether they h 
or not. Now, it is clearly, stated 


a 


of them that John the Baptist performed 
no miracle. He was the forerunner of 
| Christ, another Elijah, and in the latter 
capacity, in accordance with the novelist’s 
| theory, miracles ought to have been re- 
corded of him as they have been recorded 
io Klijah. Mrs. Ward has never answered 
the question why it is so plainly stated 
that St. John performed no miracie. 

One of the shrewdest examinations of 
the authorship of the “ Apocalypse’ is 
that undertaken by Dionysius, Bishop of 


| Alexandria, in the third century. ‘There 


is no test of the present-day critic that 
he does not apply. He weighs the in- 
as carefully 
as Mrs. Ward could. He discusses the 
| the styl 
with that of other Johannine writhing + 
and all this is done in the third century. 
We have not the least desire to raise these 
questions in this review, but, as Mrs. 
Ward seems still to think she has disposed 
of Christianity by her account of testi- 
mony in “Robert Elsmere,’’ we beg em- 
phatically to state that she has done 
nothing of the kind. The pity is that 
readers of this book will hear her side 
and will not hear the side of scholarship. 
She seems to be of opinion that the de- 
fence of Christianity stands where it did 
when “ Robert Elsmere ”' appeared—a view 
that is a gross delusion. 

It is a relief to turn from this question 
survey, of the people whom the 
author mentions. She gives us a charm- 
ing account of Oxford as it was in the 
seventies, and this account naturally re- 
calls “ Lady Connie.” Of course we meet 
that soured genius, Mark Pattison: 
Jowett, the famous Master of Balliol : 
the Paters, and T. H. Green. She was 
plainly puzzled when she watched the re- 
turn of Walter Pater to Christianity—as 
puzzled as Oxford was when Mandell 
Creighton was ordained. “In my ardent 
years of exploration and revolt, condi- 
tioned by the historical work that occupied 
me during the later ‘seventies, [ once said 
to him (Pater) in téte-a-téte, reckoning 
confidently on his sympathy, and with the 
intolerance and certainty of youth. that 
orthodoxy could not possibly maintain 
itself long against its assai ants, espe- 
cially from the historical and literary 
camps, and that we should live to see it 
break down. He shook his head and 
looked rather troubled ‘I don't think 
so, he said. Then, with hesitation: ' And 
we don t altogether agree. You think it's 
all plain. But I can't. There are such 
mysterious things. Take that saying 
“Come unto me, all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden.” How can you explain 
that? There is a mystery in it~—some- 
thing supernatural.’ ” 

When Mr. Ward left for London in order 
to become a leader-writer on the staff of The 
Times the author naturally met a set in 
London different from that which she had 
met in Oxford. Instead of dons we meet 
journalists, instead of colleges we meet 
Westminster. Like so many writers, Mrs. 
Ward feels as strongly the attractions of 
life, active life, as “á feels the attrac- 
tions of the study. We meet Lord Morley 
Lord Acton, Bmwning, J. R. Lowell, Mr. 
Chamberlain, and W. BE. Gladstone, and 
many others. As one notes her life in 
society, one stands amazed at the capacity 
for work which Mrs. Ward always ex- 
hibits, She records a striking story of the 
Empress Frederick, whom Bismarck 
treated so horribly. When it became clear 
in 1890 that the Kaiser was about to drop 
“the Pilot,’’ the Chancellor called to see 
the Empress. “Prince Bismarck/”’ said 
the Empress in amazement. She had pro- 
bably not seen him since the death of her 
husband, and relations between herself 
and him had been no more than official 
for years. Turning to her-companion, she 
said, “ What can he possibly want with 
me?” She consented, Senden: to receive 
him, and the old Prince, 
hollow-eyed, made his appea He 
had come, as a last hope of placating the 
new Kaiser, to ask the Empress to use 
what influence she could on his behalf 
with her son. The Empress listened in 
growing astonishment. At the end there 
was a short silence. Then she said, with 
emotion: “I am sorry. You, yourself, 
Prince Bismarck, have destro all my 
influence with my son. I can do nothing.” 
In a sense, it must have a moment 
of triumph. But how tragic, comments 
the author, are all the implications of the 
story. 

We cannot end our review without 
thanking Mrs. Ward for those two notable 

, “Towards the Goal” and “Eng- 
land’s Effort.’’ They give an account of 


to a 


what Britain has done in the war, | ~~y 
hey are as truly. patriot. an Shag. are Be, 
; & 


of our grandfathers are almost as remote, 
navally speaking; as those of Queen Anne. 
In the early days of Sir Cyprian’s career 
the Navy did not attract men as it does 
to-day. One captain secured his crew by 
means of the lure of his poster :— 

Wanted, 

Petty Officers and Seamen for 

H.M.8. Lily. 

Captain John Brownsmith, R.N. 

Come, my lads, don t be silly: 

Pick up your bags, and join the Lily. 
This method of recruiting is not so remote 
now when we see ial on all sides in- 
viting Irishmen to do their duty. 

Sir Cyprian Bridge begins his volume 
with tales of service in 1854, when he 
assisted in the work of the Naval Brigade 
in the Crimean War, and in this connec- 
tion he tells much that we did not know. 
Moreover, his sidelight lends additional 
value to what one knew of the main event. 
During the Indian Mutiny he was in the 
Bay of Bengal, and here also he has much 
of note to tell us. This virtually exhausts 
the admiral’s services in war. In the days 
of peace he has been in most parts of the 
bworld: there is even a brief mention of Ire- 
land. As Commander-in-Chief of the Aus- 
tralian station, he records much interesting 
matter on the South Sea Islands and the in- 
habitants thereof. The book suggests that 
the work of our Navy in this war is of 
the same quiet order as that which Sir 
Cyprian Bridge so unassumingly de- 
scribes. We feel, as we read his pages, 
not only how much we owe to men like Sir 


David Beatty in the present, but also how 
much we owe to men like Sir Cyprian 
Bridge in the past. If we read his spirit 
aright, he would grudge any praise given to 
him which did not include his comrades, 
and therefore we include them. He himself, 
we must be allowed to add, makes us as 
proud of the Navy of Queen Victoria as we 
are of that of King George. 


as — MR —E——— 


lections.” By Admiral Sir Cyprian 


“Some Recol ! 
Bridge, G.C.B. Londons Murray. 12/-. 


CONSTANTINE OF GREECE. 

In this most amusing and interesting 
book, which reminds us of Aristotle's 
dictum that dramatic poetry is more 
philosophical (and, therefore, more true) 
than history, we have the political ad- 
ventures in Greece of Mrs. Brown, an 
American journalist, who, being born a 
Greek, and still speaking her mother 
tongue, takes her husband’ with her, and 
faces all manner of obstacles and dangers 
—those of land, sea, and red tape—to 
penetrate to Athens, and effect a recon- 
ciliation of King Tino with Venezelos. 
Her impressions are mostly set down in 
long conversations with soldiers and polli- 
ticians. They were not taken down short- 
hand, we suppose, but nevertheless they 
seem to us to represent the dramatic truth 
admirably. She starts with a veneration 
for Venezelos, but also with much loyalty 
for the King. But through the book her 
tone changes, and she comes to the con- 
clusion that Tino’s character is hopeless. 

Her first attack on the King, at the 
moment when she is introduced, is quite 
funny. She thinks Venezelos the only 
saviour of Greece. The King thinks him a 
scoundrel. and, what is far worse, he wants 
to make of the King a puppet—truly /ése- 
majesté. But behind it all were German 
bribes, and German officials, and German 
princesses, 80 that the King was really a 
puppet—but in the hands of villains in- 
stead of patriots. Mrs. Brown saw every- 
one except’ the German Queen, and had 
onlv one interview with the Princess, for 
whom that was more than enough. She 
saw all the leading politicians and Staff 
officers, whose photographs attest once 
more what a riddle the human face is. 
Most of these creatures look quite respect- 
able men. m cs hE 
—""fignsiantine, King and Traitor.” By Demetra 
Vaka. London: Lane. 12% net. 

RECENT FICTION. 

Mr. Magill’s study of Doalty Gallagher. de- 
serves wide appreciation. Doalty ie a peasant- 
born lad, who attains to a good position in 
journalism in London, but throws it up to gra- 
tify the Irish exile’s keen hunger for his home- 
land. It is, of course, in his plain and unvar- 
nished presentment of the nA S asantry 
that the author is at his best. He throws no 
stone at his own folk, but the hostility to the 
one who has dwelt with the Sassenach, the 
closing of their ranks against any innovation of 
alien ways and thoughts, is apparent in their 
suspicious treatment of poor Doalty, whose 
generosity i 1 simplicity are alike misunder- 
stood. He hs a bitter enemy in the parish 
priest—though it must be admitted that the 
enmity is provoked by the enlightened young 
man’s own scornful intolerance of him and his 
methods. By anyone who kgows Ireland the 
downfall of him who de ecclesiastical an- 
thority will be seen as an inevitable outcome. 
Tt is from hie mother that Doalty first hears 
the sentence of banishment. “Sheila, the girl 
whom he has idealised and loves with romantic 
fervour, turns from him in superstitious hor- 
ror. to on his 
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Books Relating to the War. 

My German Prisons. By Captain H. G. Gilliland. 

London : Hodder and Stoughton. 6/- net. 

America’s Day. By Ignatius Phayre. 
Constable, 12/6 net. 

Drama. 

By Harold Owen. 
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Tae Britox Is Ixnpm.—A pocket interpreter 
taining phrases and travel talk, etc. By I 
Shah. London: Hill. 2/- net. 
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